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ru;)Sc , !Sn™?7^ 3Se !- i '‘ your 1 .-tter of til.. 11th. bocaus., 1 have had au in too 
p ^iuh 0 «iiu Uero ^s no nao to r.euue v;ork on Hi before- lunch, 1 mice ii : - 

response. .aiu. a thank you for the tliouyhtfulnesa of sening labels, wb oh rc-fioct- o-irt" 
01 tiio of ijy life - that 1 need anc can use them. ' ° 

X r0ad your SoVe - 1 hour - : ago and will reread it before I conclude. 

° f a3 ^» f* 1 not 310110 because you also are so busy, I cannot really a:k -on 
/ eu t\ l ' :la l /° o-^stinc parts oi tne book. Two other reasons arc you can't do it in tine 
(anc tins a wm explain) and with so little tine, it would make isoosoiblc -2 r- r - o- - 
case you uL^it want to do. 1 V 03 


There 


... . 113:5 bocu 311 unreality in your attitude tliat I argued -but once with you for 

wo noitnor mva to for futilities. Lite, ary quality or its lack arc not -hat control 

tf v uu publishca on unis subject. I went through tMs nor, than vou will ever be 
™V.' >ip f uciate “ WlU'iiiJAaU, where I did, by the way, begin with just the collaboration 
you ouggest ana wound up writing the whole dawned tiling myself in Pour week* +-- n o/u/ck 

“h* T th “‘ 

tv tm 1 S ° la f^^-oankrupt publisher broke the contract while still droll inr in 

> . ■ L r 110 Cl f ned a(iV f nce oriers for 25,000 copies in hardback and acknowledged tiat 

, b opo-ou to oy ..asaington - I got a private, professional editor to read the C !raf + 

tolu i ;e oxpenonce lias since , jathenticated, tliat unless one bo -ins -ith n u-bl- her* 
wnoso desire sare known and lucidly expres .ed, thor, is no such thing an" 'editing ttet ai 
suit. all publxsuors. 


in 


inis, ox course, aoen not audress fundamental defects, and these defects dc 
my drat us. They are inevitable because of my character and because of the r-io^n --^h r 
«yeself ana the conditions of my life, which none of the criticis canbcin'to 
conceive, xu is also a by-product of the magnitude of what x have und.irt.ikou. Her,- Z~d.n 
x uua.: you really l!ave_ no concpt of it. *ou know, it ha., r.ot been possible for vcm’to ' ’t 
iToa^°V)(r i n t liiVlt ation, ..inch X thing was before the end of the winter of 1965, 

7 t l/ , • 1 ^ £jlven liowaru » for example, a minor Pentagon Papers 1 had r searched 

a £ b °“ 01 Xt ' aa l t - e f iG ;: ‘ ore 1 ^ yet to find to give sin. The tyeod research 
b °°" t lcu-a ar>lde 31 cor 1 saM ^ understood the doctrine of the Kpstein an,; Loro 
wxxuin G is xour or live times book length, I did most of a book on -larchestcr nr - fen 

^ •“ l y*. la±d “ asidG (forever > ^copt au part of an archive 
-.s . x.mg uo iisis-i Joidui) i<a.. OitLUiUid as a kind of insurance a-adust what x vw. . 
any prosecutor could do-before 1 net Uarrison. I have, as a matt-, r of fact, completed books 
oi -naan low Know cina axmost non . have seen, books intneded for possible defensive nc, ds 
U1V txne 1 wrotc them, were rcaly possible needs. I spent much more tine , an it 
u-tes me to write a took trying to protect us against the potential disaster of the first 

, I Sl °-"’ at ? re, i uost » becausc 110 understood the legal potential as I could 

no, oat J " . uuucro’uood enough acout the root to have the same concern. I did ; , ore Siting 
xox ny suit to jou acce .s to the pictures of tlio clothing that the usual book requires^ 

^ " ,lfc * raierr 7 J1 y uo out tne number of words, not the work behind them. 1 don't 

m-me, you can oegui to compreiiond tie work tliat is represented in kdaieJ-UP, the work tiat 
C0iUl ' ilo " c °° ^icluded in it. Ur the amount I have none . ince then for the day tide case 

•al court or, liopefuliy, a jury. I have much more than I can oo .sibly 
j_. * <;i * i vf xxting ox Miu.cu is oc.yu'i. Long- before nix ton reprinted, the 

executive sessions, aria when people line haul wore calling cnem the leaf f eo-l:la toh of the 
, x -x.d i.a i, i,ui a long juialysis oi tnem and. half ox' a book on then. Lhe. % 


u &y utixoro a redo 
ai.vG in uihf — in Oji/ijjil/’i 


OJLCl 


a on 


ui t. 


*' "* iiVG£> ikj h9ii0X*I'10 1113 • X tjiKLllj.C IL t ’.-,0.1 

^ C '- Icx -Ck.al rwK.iii.u3* Xxie "CiMo x took v/itli tiic oocret ■_>: 
uaxc.^to write a bock, x iiavw spent so much time trying- t. 

GCrax^kio# xIjlLu tile GlCUOIlt ail'.. C 03 ‘ 

■rxicn x x you will novor po-:ait yoursoli to try cuid uric 


zoxtd 


ir .vo 

i. ipirtanco an- ji 

a alroad; 

vice 

x a - -lie 1 1 b.ji\ 

oii.i<. : 

' thrui it 

keep 

tne v ci ii oiu * 

coirudl 

t -.003, 

oi' l:; 

[ labors in i 

i on 0 . 

I'LCkiS f 

x’G Cal 

id (mltliough 

you 1.1 

ay want 
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to consider ti re t the ^ first if eiu, X tlx i chcr way to get darrison to agree for you to bo 
iu.o devil* a advocate), attv beyond • toasuru. The least is the ouount it auf.ed to ay inu.btocUiooc 
Xli8 physical and. ciuotional toll was greater tlian anything in my 58 years. Disaster that this 
was, xz was no id ling to want it could have aeon, what I was able to prevent. and to tills day, 
there is almost nobody I do not help. When PH, for example, sends me a f u of the. Cl)s he 
gees, 1 s wop >- voyrtning or, as soon as X can. find time to r-. ad them, I abandon > vary tin ng 
else, and send hi., notes based on r.iy own iaiouledge and work, when I was combing the urobives, 

I took time and spent money I do not have to isake duplicate repositories of evcrytiiiiig, 
if I were to talc time of. and merely catalogue my tapes, that, too, would require more 
time than X have taken to write any book, i now have a backlog or perhaps 3,000 pages of 
■iircnives material go .read — material X have bought. And i've laid the foundation for as 
many as more than a dozen suits to bring out suppression and suppressed evidence. One of the 
consequences of this work i - tiiat I have established kinds of confidential x-elationshios 
with "the o ther side" tiiat have been rewtirding-and productive. I iiavc in my possession* 
t.iv most significant evidence of oij.icial nature that was denied the Oom.ission* In ti o, 

in context, you will so>. it. You way recall tiiat when t is first iiup.enod X invited you 

down to study so:, of it, and that was years ago, years that no seem so much longer to 
me than tluiy wore. ^strictest confidence, Henry Uadc will take to court any case i take ' 

to aim. I Giiini: , in time, io will do possible,. and despite his porfoxv.iauco under tiiut 
grea u euo uional ui/r..;oil oi one as...asi>iiiation, ho wall.- be no dari’xson. lie is a ."ood lawyer 
and, a rarity for Dallas, he was pro— J£'K. He has done invcstiliationo for me. I could go on 

and on, but it is not my purpose to boast but to let you undertsand another than the ;>urist 

literary aporiach to what is essentially a non-litorary p-roblen. 


iioro 1 an, afto 
ejdiausted, trying to 
week alone those night 
not even five. One night I 


staggered into bed. 'flat vox 


all these painful and desperate years of extreme poverty, u.plng, 

; a decent night's sloop once in a uhile, and yet during who past 
were sometimes no longer than too hours, av-.-rgaod, save for one, 
ust fell apart, fell asleep in a chair ofti 


glo nigl 


f sic 


fpr tin., first time i: 




nor? ail night. 


got what 


cr, 

s Xox: 


UfiOIl 
; )C o ;ic 


1 do not delude Myself into believing tine promotes longevity. 


nor do I kid myself into believing that the beet way 
or that a rough draft is the ideal literary vehicle. 


..nee 


outline. 


Aside fro. all the other very serious problems of our lives of which you have jio 
glimmer, nil the otiier things with which i have to contend that no critic real: 


.017 tj id 


of Which few have even a hint, every single tine I do anything, suhconsciouoly x ark myself 
if x ought not be doing- another thing, hvory cingl tiling I do is at the. expense of something 
x do no u do. iiutruolly, to a degree, tide i. . true of everyone, but X an hero referring only 
to work on th case, ibid, unfortunately'-, I have forgotten eore than most people know about 


thv. e, 


pX’7 GGCiiUSG i. 


m into so . .uch of it. 


- sock a - plan its, but I am alone in haviiif devoted ny entire life to it since tie 
anmo.SoXjiacio:i, an., tjo.3 inexudos laying; aside two books one of which had every promise of 
naming ... ororx cable movie* .end 1 do this with an intensity no youth you have over soon 
can today equal, i/hen I wa: already weary and on tin. roan, waking appearance, I wore cut 


ox!—! — L Oo 


of id.ds in .. e various cities to which I went-ai 


f ! 


lat ira;:? 


iUlZ: 


fxO . GOhfii *£) 


long 


nith all ox this I have tac urgencies of life to moot. Right now X an behind in ;.y 
taxes, anti c:vcry' year , with no income, to neroly service ny debt 1 have to find J? OOO. ft 
no income , yet. dm you xnagir.- liow I feel when I think of what this lias done to' -v wife? 


xu all ureas it ha •• matte of xe something r.Zx never was, 
is getting ;:iy Icnovlodgo on paper. It does no good in uy /.ad. 


fiiat one area 


1 ii&v- he/; , fro/:, ti/u? 


t;o ii -;, 


t.tK- 


:n 


felt x had to avoid the' fact of z: 


long discussions iby mail) with a nafer of exoort?;, rmging from a nroik.s; or of literature 
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at a major university to the editor of a poetry journal, on ay writing, i'his editor said 
he lari never seen as thorough and dispassionate an appraisal of bis own work by any writer. 

do, I think X can fairly say it is not because 1 am unaware of these deficiencies. 

It is, rather, because, rightly or wrongly, I have decided that something else is more 
important, hut 1 have made efforts to overcome them, for example, whgn our relationship 
was better, and despite the evil thing he did to me very early, I asc ince if he could 
vas his cron wealth easily permits) arrange for no to have a young college graduate as on 
editor-in-re side' ior whom i, with all my debts, would pro bide the necessities of life 
when I aia iiard put to provide my own. ’Three or four years a..o I had that much researched 
and, I tidioc, ready to write. I have tried. I also tried foundations, The help is not 
available. People are long on tali., short on porforoance. And I do not go around asking 
personal help. ii~cept when it is not for mo but for the work, when I do eoiwthitaes seek the 
sm.,11 sums I do not iiave. 


baggie, for example, begged m to go out to California in December iy6G and get 
Lieboler off of Lane&s (meaning everybody's) baci:. She and fill bogged me, several times, 
earlier. I abandoned~V/v/IX and did tiiis. Lieboler then fled, bum he die fall silent in 
fleeing until Garrison raised his head, find then 1 went out again, and if it ..as my worst 
performance of Very many, and if it camd when I was exhausted and had worked around the 
clock, he lias been silent since , then, filth all her wealth, all -Maggie came Lip with is a 
glass of Scotbh and a ham sandvrlch onliapid bread. I am still in debt for what that. cost. 
What it did to the. abandoned book you con imagine. What it did t o my wife, who alone liad to 
wrap aii • mail copies, you can't imagine, olu worse out every pair of gloves she had avid 
her hands were tom for a konth thereof t r. You know part of ;h thanks i got from Lane, 
any you well know what -higgle could have afforded, The face is that rather tlian tiieir 


helping rse, X -gave thorn about loo copies of 


-T 


book?, free, for them to use. -nici the 1A 

committee later returned some for credit! Bill is the only exception to the niilo of ..hich^i 
without stopping to think, come;- to wind, tliat no person of our years lias over arranged a 
single appearance for me. it has all been the kids, except that 'til v ’erb is m between 

do didn't 


ill hrv- ;r» i'hc- in <v •:^rvrvh •fcV., r vb * ^.1 
_L.il Q} 4 ‘0 j till 1 . L ilG "v» elf! o — _1 j. ZXQ o j WiiGXl -j~ UO i ■ CtOCL cL olilCO uO slGi-p -Lil 

ofiVr it* i'liat tiao I slept on bit couch of a youii;-; divorcee who ria 
■when she learned, late at ni £ pht, tliat 1 liad no place to stay* 


jr reputation 


Because 1 was. from the first aware of the problem you raise, I asked mag .io and 
"ill, when were then after me to go out there anu. help thorn, to road the ms of Uivll. 
“hoy ultimately sent it back with nothing but ravea-not even the cor section of typos'. 


Bo, I face a futility. Except that HR did come down and go over the draft of the 
final part of ft,, Hoch lias road and made valuable sug cations about part of what wore 
necessarily eliminated from kuUik-UP, as did bernabei, It lias been a long, long time since 
I asked several people wuo had copies of tiio two parts of ?k to i.iako soc-cific sug cstions. 

I have a few no res arm tnoy are filed for when - can do tliat myself, coma thing I expected 
to be well into by now. feople talk and citicise, but they do not do. mix, of course, 
have tn.ir own probl-ms, their own lives. But this does not relieve mine. 

I abominate sending out unread letters, for among Jthor things, 1 know how terrible 
my typing is. Yet I do it because that would take tine I can otherwise sp-nd on work. 

..ith each tiling I do or do not do, tills is the decision - n st maks. I iiave so many started 
tilings t.nt should bo eon. pi ted, you can't begin tp i.a.;'p.no liow many. 


tong ago, , jenia os , . non mil j. vimm . d .<■ . wrcliou. ciuiign. . oven a i o-m.e vG 

believe tliat the guestion on tills aybjeet lias nothing to do with conformity wiki normal 
literary sUmdards. Xlrroug the byears X have liacl thousands of letters from the mile ... sored, 
anu tlioy fortify my uclief. I still got them, almost daily, jjid th. moot iiqjirtant t.kng, 

X believe, is trying to i-mke th. information avttilablc, r; nrdle.u- of literary perf oc fciou 
or defect, i simply will ..ol spend hours crossing ts and dotting is. I'll 
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produce SO: let. dug witil t: 


-• *0 • 


'i'Pio .otter, for example, cost r;c the wall: 1 havc.bc - t yin.; to take every day 
t snort relaxing clip x take in our oo -1 be. or - lunch, to .odea ,..y eife sill 
ntarily call ;;e. 


Wo eer: 




... £"’ , 


ronl 


intended, but when you speak ol 
idle to deep up with 1 


you illustato hovf little you have, been aL 
if you. .can begin to undartaud how unlike the rest of hi..; fin 
Or, if you have seen it, how lit le you can und..rt n nd of Ids 


happen to all of us Cl don't exempt myself) on a 


collaborator like Cook 
rjc-and people. I doubt 

ft range thill; 

,1 


kition piece 




other a: 


subject lid 

all the power of tlio opposition to it* bgos yet involved as wool: 
for thos people, and took is a conspicuous example. I'm surprised yon do -.o 
if you mow r- call the antecedents of ills iy6u crap in the nation, hut tide; 
is an incredible sycophancy an it is a dishonesty. 


0 i Ja ' y~ ' • -i.iCj y 

o i; -possible 

arrant thing 


?on: 


but 1'1 


:-0t 




I„d reread your let ., 

‘ -t wife nil s .'Oil bo calling -a to .Lunen, and ii ter that 1*1;. nav-a to of onto other work, 
X aii acutely aware ox hue xiexitation.s ox mortality as X an ox the inevitable consosuenccs 
of the abuse 1 have heaped upon jysolf for years 'to attempt what I have at cay-bed. I an 
utK i . - ao uorniuisd co accomplish as mien of it as nay be possible, with tn o s ■. cox ox'oxdsos cxid 
costs that are inevitable, 'jfhere is another limitation on mortality that is not a function 
of abuse ox’ aifui;;, and of tlr i.-. x nave often enough been e,ado aware, f- ,.;.y eh nixes, I 
present hazards, to those with a willigness to seek what for then is a solution that none 
of us has. 


nut before dl calls chore in another aspect of this you sh-ru. .d consider. IT 
oOi .~ eiexal publication is possible with any ox tins work, f o. : tiiiu - on -ncUros -‘ire 
automatically compensated for in publication, h’very house edits. It is one of fair: 

Cc-tl dilutee costs* oomo of tuo ci-ine's tiiat none ox iy friends dx sli he nix : oj work are the 
identical tilings for widen I have received editorial coil, oxidations, \/hile. it is n.ot, 
of course, true in all ernes 4as with claxdty), by ana lra-;c wiiat you. are talking about 
i.s like beauty, in me x.ind as beauty is in she eye. fix- worse trendy is that, a:., with 
itiusmur, two editing is tint of winch 1 have had most, if not all complaints. 




ho not fool it is incumbent upon you to respond. I didn't hi 
othci' work, you raise geriius, responsible, vell-intonded points that to a decree 1 ih.lt 
sw or. in tne last analysis if is X who . ...ust decide now to spend . y time, and 

Lp. from some, unlih: you, it was available 
time it has been since Howard was 

here, hut in tiiat time ny wife liar, rctywed a third of what ho read or about ns much, as 


i should ansi 

Ion;; aoo x nado' that decision. I have - .c 
and wac not offered or provided. You know how short 

0 ..O ny wife liar, retyped a third of what ho read or abou 


this while 


hpsteiii's book represents in words - am 
1v ’'’ tilings. i’his is the pace of our deelinin 


lias none o L 
leave work undone? 


she 1ms bean unwell. ..aid liad to do and 
irs. Would you re. then iu.vc ao 


ns soon as 1 calx cut til.; xi vise pars an . . ,.,-x lxso tixa seco-iu 

pa: : ;o up a mater ox then for t-.e unlikely - .cm; i can arrange a 
then return to otner writing, hna suing, .aid re. earehing* And in 
suits co at cend, H.c our o,d one tne government nas be n dclayi 
farm by helicopters. liiey are duo ,osed to have quit stalling and 
is. -t week, but tisey nav..u’t. I ,.ay have to drop everything ail; p 


id ntifiod as III, I will 
■rivato printing ;md will 
b. -tween tine 1 nave other 
g, for the ruin of our 
begin negotiating, as of 
•spare taut case fox- trial. 


ns x bewail, there are complexities in our lives, of .nidi none am aware, an the erbent 
Ox > v “ork is also greater tuau anyone-, even howaard, who lias b.-coiae suite faciiliar with 
files, can be ; i.n to imagine. 


110 
In i 


but do not Kiisundci-tancl, for X very eaich ap >reciate 
t represents a real sacrifice. It just isn’t fecsibl; 
t, I .xxv eii* t with tliio new part, best -wishes* 


your offer, .or - because 
:. 1 won't wait teat long. 



